
NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA) 
LIST OF CLASSIFIED PLACES: HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

1. IDENTIFICATION / LOCATION 

Current Na me of Place Town of Wundowie 


Other Na mes 


street Address of Property Town is located 72 km ENE of Perth 


loc al Government Authority Shire of Northam 


Title Details Lot 
Voi/Fol 

Origina l Owner Government of Western Australia 

Architect/Designer Town Planning Department of WA 

Builder State Government and Private Contractors 

Construction Date 1944 - present (2009) 

Alteration/Additions Dafe Various 

Original Use Town servicing Wundowie charcoal and 
iron industrial complex 


Current Use Town and local servicing 


Extent of Assessment Townsite (and industrial complex) 


Conservation Recommendations 

2. STATEMENT OF SIGNI FI CANCE 
Wundowie has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons: 

Ii! The place has aesthetic significance arising from its Garden City 
design. 

• 	 The town has high landscape aesthetic Significance and the design 
sits appropriately in a shallow valley. 

" 	 The residential development within the town is of a consistent 
vernacular architectural style and is of high aesthetic significance. 

• 	 The community of residents and workers have initiated public 
artworks based on town designrhemes of aesrhetic significance. 

" 	 The success of its design and viability of its economic foundation is a 
model of achievement and aesthetic significance. 
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• 	 The town has aesthetic significance through its intact streetscape 
values of the original design approach. 

• 	 The town has historic significance as a wartime initiative to address 
post war industrial development. 

8 The transfer of Garden City design principles from Britain and~he 
metropolitan area to a rural industrial site is of historic significance. 

s 	 Wundowie has historical significance through being the first 
twentieth century purposely dedicated industrial town. 

e 	 Through the high standard of products and techniques, Wundowie 
has historical significance. 

• 	 The town has scientific value due to its potential to demonstrate the 
history of iron and rare earth materials plus the industrial technology 
in Western Australia. 

o 	 The town demonstrates social significance through the vitality of its 
community organisation. 

• 	 Wundowie is rare as it retains a cohesive urban form demonstrating 
life in a Garden City designed rural industrial town. 

5 	 The town and the industry demonstrates representativeness as a 
beginning of the iron industry in Western Australia. 

• 	 Wundowie is a town specifically designed for the iron industry and 
set the pattern for the later industrial towns in the Pilbara Region 
and thus demonstrates Representativeness. 

Assessor/s: Don Newman and Fiona Bush Date: October 2009 
==~~=======================================================-=-:========== 

Committee Recommendation : Date : 20/12/2010 
Classification Standing Committee Recomme ndation: Date: 17/01/2011 
Council Resolution: Date: 08/08/2011 
Ow ner Advised: Date: 16/08/2011 
Loc al Government Authority Advised: Date: 16/08/2011 
Heritage Council Advised: Registration Date: 16/08/2011 
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3. 	 BRIEF DESCRI PTI ON 
Wundowie is located in a shallow valley north of and adjoining the former 
alignment of the Eastern Railway approximately 70 km east of Perth. The 
town was designed on "Garden City" principles with the original core 
taking the form of a hemispherical street arrangement with the civic 
functions at the centre. The second stage is a northern and more traditional 
grid pattern extension of the core. The town is surrounded on the west, 
north and east by jarrah forest mostly Crown reserves. The topography was 
taken into account when the design was prepared so that the civic core 
was the central focus with the residential areas on the rising ground of the 
containing hills and to the sou'~h and on the lower ground is the former iron 
and charcoal producing complex. 

The buildings of the town are single storey with the housing retaining the 
essence of postwar public housing form. Some residential lots have been 
subdivided into "battleaxe configuration but the new housing form is 
generally complementary to the original forms. 

4. 	 HISTO RICAL OVERVIEW 
The history and establishment of Wundowie is closely linked with the state's 
first (and only) charcoal iron plant and refinery, a state government funded 
industry developed during the closing years of WW II. The government had 
become concerned during the war that Western Australia was 
comparatively isolated and dependant on supplies of iron and steel from 
external sources. A panel was formed to investigate the feasibility of 
constructing a blast furnace and refinery in the state and the decision was 
made to experiment with a pilot plant that would produce high quality iron 
using charcoal. The location for the blast furnace was chosen for its close 
proximity to the Eastern Railway Line, the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme 
and Great Eastern Highway. Supplies of iron were obtained from 
Koolyanobbing, near Southern Cross, and the heavily forested area would 
supply the trees for the charcoal. 

Construction of the blast furnaces commenced in 1944 and initially housing 
for the small staff was arranged on the area of land set aside for the 
smelting works. Plans for Wundowie townsite were completed in 1944 (with 
some later minor revisions in 1947). The plan followed the Garden City 
philosophy with a separation of land uses and an allocation of public open 
space. The original plan had the residential area incorporated into a 
curvilinear street pattern at the northern end of town with public amenities 
such as shops, churches, public open space and a school located at the 
southern end. These amenities separated the residential area from the 
indus~rial area to the south of the town. Thirty-six houses had been erected 
in the residential area by the end of 1947. The houses were initially rented 
out to employees of the Industry l , however, in 1950 workers were given 
permission to purchase their own homes. The government continued to be 

The name 'Industry' came to be used instead of the tid I name of the operation: Charcoal Iron and Wood Distillation 
Industry. It \vill be used here to refer to the whole iudu strial process that took place at Wundowie. 
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responsible for the construction of houses within the town up un"!il the sale 
of the Industry. 

As the Industry expanded and developed, accommodation lagged 
behind and a temporary tent city sprang up near the industrial site. The 
original townsite plan was expanded in 1951 with additional streets added 
to the north. Unlike the original curvilinear from, the new area was based 
on a standard grid plan. 

The Wundowie blast furnaces produced a high quality iron that was well 
received both internationally and at home. However, for a variety of 
reasons, pig iron production levels always remained just below the 
threshold of real sustainability and profit for the government. In addition, 
the refinery side of the business proved to be expensive and was eventually 
closed down. During 1965 the government investigated selling the whole 
operation off to Australian Naj-jonal Industries Ltd (ANI) and as an incentive 
prepared to install foundry equipment. Although ANI became the 
provisional owners in 1966, they were unable to secure enough funding to 
secure a loan so the state government again became responsible for a 
non-profitable business with the additional cost of foundry equipment that 
had been ordered by ANI. In the end, it was the foundry side of the 
business that became the most profitable. 

The government sold Wundowie Charcoal and Iron to Agnew Clough Ltd in 
1975. The company closed down the smelting works in 1981 ; the foundry 
remained operational. In 2009 the Foundry remains privately owned and 
continues to operate. 

5. 	 COMPARATIVE ANALYS IS 
Wundowie demonstrates the Garden City design principles in a rural setting 
of considerable aesthetic value. It has retained its urban form that 
emanates from Britain at the turn of the century and transferred to Western 
Australia by advocates W E Bold, Harold Boas, William Saw and Carl Klem. 
The Garden City movement in its advocacy for better living and working 
conditions for the common man was responsible for guiding the 
development of modern town planning. Wundowie is directly comparable 
with Floreat-City Beach, Daglish, Bicton, Como, Dalkeith, Redcliffe, Menora
Coolbinia and many other metropolitan suburbs where the Garden City 
design principles were applied. 

In regard to other industrial towns, Wundowie set the pattern for the 
twenj-jeth century and its lessons were applied to the later industrial centres 
of Kwinana and the Pilbara new towns (but not South Hedland - a design 
based on Radburn principles by Alcibiade Comar in 1966). In these later 
towns the residential areas were located not too far away from the 
industrial components, public open space was integrated into the 
subdivision design, the servicing was contained in a civic core, the social 
infrastructure was developed with the towns and not added later and the 
natural setting was respected (especially Kwinana). 
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6. 	 OTHER LISTINGS 
There are no heritage listings for Wundowie 

7. 	 ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Aesthetic Value 
The Garden City form of Wundowie and the setting make the town unique in 
Western Australia. It is one of the few country towns based on Garden City 
design principles and when sited in a naturally attractive valley surrounded by 
rural farmland and remnant forest it assumes a high aesthetic value. As it has 
retained its urban form and can be experienced from the high ground on the 
northern end of the town (mainly along Crowea Terrace) and that the rather 
unsightly industrial complex is screened by a grove of trees, Wundowie 
possesses landmark significance. 

The industrial complex although outside the townsite, is relatively mild in visual 
pollution as it retains some of the original timber frame buildings of the first 
development phase and they contribute a low scale pleasant precinct on 
the higher ground of the complex site. Although the works buildings are 
typical industrial large structures, the redundant retorts have a dominant 
vertical aesthetic that despite the patina of rust and dust, give some vertical 
counterpoint beauty to an otherwise long rambling industrial set of 
unremarkable buildings. There are some remnant buildings in poor condition 
that are redundant and may be demolished in the future. Overall, the 
aesthetic value of the industrial site is not a strongly negative presence and 
landscaping the site could improve its attraction substantially. 

The civic core possesses unremarkable buildings with some new and 
renovated buildings of single storey, some civic bUildings retain the sense of 
temporary presence due to their original function such as the library but the 
later Shire Hall marked the growing confidence by being a substantial 
construction. 

The residential component as an urban form has sUbstantial landmark value in 
that the predominant housing style remains State Housing Commission 
standards of post-war housing that reflected a government aesthetic 
approach, with mature front gardens. Where newer buildings have been 
interposed, they fortunately have retained a similar aesthetic of medium pitch 
roofs, light coloured walls with porchesjverandahs. 

The street pattern and open space remains unchanged from the initial layout 
for the town. No roads have been neither closed nor new ones introduced to 
break up the original pattern. Today the town operates as it was originally 
intended. 

Historic Value 
As a Garden City design for an industrial purpose, Wundowie has landmark 
status as the first twentieth century town in Western Australia and further, that it 
has retained not only its industrial character and industrial purpose but also its 
town plan design. 
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Arising from a far-sighted Government when assailed by the vicissitudes of 
warlime priorities, the Wundowie townsite represents a manifestalion of its 
importance in relation to a phase of history when Western Australia was 
subject to the threat of invasion. The decision to create the town and it's 
industry was taken not long after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour and 
thus demonstrated a collective mindset of a lasting peace in the future. The 
planners were visionary in spite of the circumstances they were working in. This 
phase of World War II brought a very real threat of direct action through naval 
and air attacks such as happened in Broome, Derby and Wyndham in early 
1942. 

The Wundowie industrial operation was one of excellence and high 
achievement ul"ilising high quality ores from Koolyanobbing andrhe rare earth 
minerals for specialist industrial components. It attained a high reputation for 
the high quality products it produced over a long period up to and including 
the present. 

Scientific Value 
As the Wundowie industrial complex varied its operation over the time since 
it's commissioning, it has the potential to arliculate mining and production 
practices from the mid twentieth century to the present. 

The current owner of the complex has expressed interest in establishing a 
visitor centre to inform visitors of the significance of the complex and its history. 
This represents a manifestation of the potential for such an initiative. 

Social Value 
The town possesses considerable social value through the number of long 
term residents and more recent arrivals who hold a strong affection for the 
town. The former Managing Director of the Wundowie Foundry was not only a 
long term staff member but has recently retired and retains a strong 
commitment to the future of the town. Under his initiative substantial archival 
material has been made available for the research into this conservation 
plan. 

The very active Wundowie Progress Association has carried out a strategic 
community plan in 2003 and have created and installed town entry 
statements at the town entry plus on Great Eastern Highway as public 
artworks, all on their initiative. The community and the Wundowie Foundry 
management have demonstrated a strong social value for the town 

Rarity 
The town demonstrates a rare urban form for a country industrial town, that of 
the Garden City style. It is a rare purpose built indusrrial town slill operating 
close to its original purpose and on the same but moderately expanded site. 
(Criterion 5.2) 

Due to the attraction of its setting, stable employment opportunities and a 
metropolitan residenl"ial interest,rhe town does face the threat of greater 
urbanisation and without strong town planning scheme controls, could lose 
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it's rare aesthetic significance through inappropriate gentrification of its 
urban form. 

Condition 
The 	town is generally in original condition as most houses and properties 
are 	occupied and maintained and the subdivision pattern unchanged. 
Where more recent subdivision has occurred, the original lot is s1 ill 
discernable and the streetscape largely unaffected. The Shire of Northam 
has 	adopted the conservation plan that contains development policy 
guidelines protecting the integrity of the town design. The industrial 
complex is substantially altered as it is now a foundry and some of the 
original buildings and uses either demolished or deteriorating. 

Integrity 
The urban form of Wundowie has retained the original fabric to a substantial 
degree. The original 128 housing lots and the subsequent town expansions of 
136 (northern extension) and 71 (western extension) have generally respected 
the street pattern and housing form. On less than a dozen lots~here are 
battleaxe subdivisions being developed with new housing to both the created 
lots. (Battleaxe subdivisions are where a single lot is subdivided into two lots 
one behind the other and with a 'bailleaxe handle' style access leg to the 
rear lot from the street frontage) 

The land uses are intact and the open spaces and public uses well 
maintained and used for their original purposes. 

Authenticity 
As the town has had little physical change to its urban form, it retains its 
authenticity but the industrial complex has altered substantially. However the 
site of the industrial complex remains the same so the land use as an industrial 
operation is continued. The physical evidence demonstrates the Garden City 
principles as applied to Wundowie and it remains as a largely intact purpose 
built industrial town and the first twentieth century model in Western Australia 
In addition it is the only wartime town planning initiative of the government 
demonstrating, in the darkest days of World War II, a forward~hinking post war 
mindset. 

8. 	 DESCRIPTION 
Wundowie has retained both its original and the second stage of town 
expansion street pattern, parks and reserves. The expansion has general ly 
been sympathetic to the contours of the townsite as the original curvilinear 
pattern established an inner core that occupied a shallow bowl-like 
depression and the northern expansion was located on a more even slope 
allowing a traditional grid pattern to be developed. 

The open space was distributed around the town with the playing fields ill 
the south - east quarter and two triangular parks marking the transition from 
curved to gl-id pattern street form. To the west and north are Crown 
reserves that have substantial stands of natural bushland. These open 
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spaces represent more than 10% of the townsite and fulfil the criteria for a 
Garden City design. 

It should be noted that the 10% open space requirement articulated in the 
Garden City philosophy did not become official in Western Australia until 
the Metropolitan Region Town Planning Scheme Act 1963, well after~he 
preparation of the Wundowie design. It can be argued that Davidson was 
Visionary in his design. 

The separation of land uses that was an integral part of the Garden City 
design approach is evident in Wundowie. The industrial zone is on the south 
and east side of the town where it had direct access to the Eastern Railway 
and the Great Eastern Highway. It cou ld also connect to the Goldfields 
Water Supply Scheme and the electric power and telegraph lines. The civic 
core that separated the housing from the industrial land was in the physical 
centre of the town and included the Shire Hall, shops, school, Anglican 
Church, Police Station, Wundowie Club, swimming pool and the library. 

9. 	 HISTORY 
Development of Wundowie 
While planning for the townsite did not commence until late 1944, '~he 

construction of housing for both the workers and staff commenced in 1943 
and was initially supplied by the Industry, with houses built on Industry land. 
The shortage of accommodation, both in the early years of the Industry and 
later on, would plague the Board 2 for its entire operating life. By 1946, the 
State Housing Commission (SHC) had commenced building houses in the 
townsite. 3 Members of the Board met monthly to discuss progress and the 
development of the Industry. At the August meeting in 1944, the members 
agreed that the Workers' Home Board would be financially responsible for the 
erection of houses at Wundowie, although they dithered over whether two or 
three bedroom houses should be constructed and the most appropriate price 
for the construction of the houses. In the end they passed the matter over to 
the Workers' Home Board. 4 

By March 1946, a mess building and Boarding house were under construction 
and the first house, in the town, had been completed. The house was 
constructed by Mr G.W. Sanders for a cost of £820. Sanders indicated that he 
was willing to construct a further 3 to 6 houses and by~he beginning of 
November three houses had been completed with a fourth nearing 
completion. 5 At the Board's November meeting, the members noted that at 
least 50 houses would be required by May 1947 when it was hoped 
production would commence. However, by May 1947 only 35 houses had 
been completed and the State Housing Commission (SHC) indicated that 
they would be unable to complete the remaining 15 houses by the end of the 

The Board was made up of several men appointed by the govemment to unde ltake the constl1lction and management of the 
Indu stry. 
Contoured LaYOllt plan of plant and tmM1, Wundowie, 31 Augu st 1944, Plan No. C - 1166, held by Wundo\\~e Foundry Pty 
Ltd . 
Minutes Book Charcoal Iron and Wood Distillation Industry Board of Management, held by Wundowie Foundry Ply Ltd, 
7/8/ 1944 and 10/8/ 1945. 
Minutes Book. 
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year. To cater for this shortfall, the Industry erected temporary cottages for 
married men, provided a community wash house and some workers were 
also accommodated temporarily in tents. 6 

By September 1952 tents were still being used to accommodate workers and 
their families.? During this period, the SHC continued to construct houses that 
were occupied as soon as they were completed. Families occupying houses 
built on Industry land were moved up to the town as soon as a house 
became available. Houses were first erected along the southern sections of 
Leschenaultia Road, Hovea Crescent and Boronia Avenue before moving 
north to the circular sections of Wattle and Hovea Crescents. These streets 
were within '~he original boundary of the town. The blocks of land fronting 
Lobelia Avenue and Crowea Terrace, to the north of Orchid and Bulga 
Terraces, represent the 1951 extension to the town. 8 

Water for the town came from the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme and 
electricity was initially supplied by the Industry. Wundowie was connected to 
the State Electricity Commission's supply lines in 1954.9 

The feasibility of workers' purchasing their house was also discussed by the 
Board during 1950. The Board moved that workers should be able to 
purchase their homes although the sale would be subject to approval by the 
Industry. However, the SHC were not happy with this arrangement and it was 
not until 1969 that residents were able to finally purchase their home if they 
wished. 10 

During the 1960s the minutes of the Board continued to note the addition of 
houses by the SHC and the urgent need for more houses. In 1967, the Board 
was concerned that houses in the township were occupied by persons no 
longer employed by the Industry. It is not clear whether the people involved 
had retired or resigned but both the SHC and the Industry were concerned 
that these people would not vacate the houses, particularly when there were 
7 employees who were waiting for accommodation. 

By 1985, when the smelting works had closed down, much of the public 
housing was occupied by welfare recipients. An article in the Western Mail 
noted that of the 175 houses in the town, 153 were owned by the SHC and 
occupied by welfare recipients, many of whom felt that they had been 
dumped in what was a beautiful valley but out of reach of social services. 11 

Hopes were raised in the town during 1987 when a proposal to build a silicon 
plant at the smelting works was raised. Once again the shortage of housing 
was an issue, but for different reasons. This time it was the Homeswest 12 

residents who were worried that they would be evicted to make way for 
workers who would be employed at the silicon plant. 13 

10 

II 

12 

13 

Minutes Book: 10/5/47; 2516/47; 3112147 . 
Minutes Book: 1411 1149; 1/9/52. 
Discussion with Benjamin Seabrook, 81I 1/05; Minutes Book: 30110/51. 
Clayden, B.1. , 'A SllOrt history of the wood distillation charcoal iron and steel industl)" Wundowie. The plant and the 
to'''TI.', Unpublished, Graylands Teacher 's College Thesis, 1958. p. 24. 
Minutes Book: 24/5/50; 27/6/50; J/6/69. 
Westemlvlai/ VJieekendJune 1-2, 1985 , p. 15. 
The State Housing Commission was renamed Homeswest in 1985 
Westem Mail FVeekend, January 10 - 11 , 1987, p. IS. 
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Development of Businesses in Wundowie 
As early os April 1946, various individuals interested in setting up businesses in 
Wundowie had approached the Board. By October 1946, the Board had 
decided to vest a business area with the Industry and Reserve 1427 was set 

14aside for this purpose in February 1947. The Board would be responsible for 
the construction of buildings erected in the business area and they would 
then be leased to interested parties. In April 1947, the Board appointed Mr 
Jahn as manager of the Wundowie general store, which was to be known as 
the 'Wundowie Trading and Agency Company,15, at £9 per week. The store 
was to stock general groceries, household hardware, bread, drapery, small 
goods, greengroceries, patent medicines and fancy goods, newsagency with 
provision made for a hair dresser. Tenders were called for the erection of the 
shop in September 1947 with plans provided by the Public Works Department. 

At the same time that permission was given to construct the store, 
applications were also received to open a butcher's shop and bakery. Mr 
Tomlinson opened a butcher's shop, while Mr E. Campbell operated the

16bakery. Both shops were completed by 1949. In 1949, Mr G. Hookway 
applied to the Industry to run a bootmaker's shop.17 

Peter Sardelich, who ran a vineyard near Wundowie, offered to open a shop 
selling fresh fruit and vegetables, in March 1950. He was willing to construct 
the shop, provided that the Industry provided the materials. The Industry 
agreed with the terms set to a five year lease. At the end of this time the shop 
would become the property of the Industry or the lease could be renewed . 
The shop, which was located on Lot 44 and fronted Wandoo Parade, was 

18opened on the 27 April 1951.

Business must have been brisk as Mr Sardelich was given approval to 
construct a larger store, just to the east of his original shop in February 1952. 
The Industry decided to use the old store for either a bootmaker's shop or 
drycleaner. 19 Sardelich sold the lease of his shop to Peter Falipari and 
Pasquale Battista in October 1954.20 

Other shops and facilities were gradually added to town. The General Store 
gained a petrol pump license in 1953 and also operated as a Post Office. Mr 
L.W. Smith was given permission to run a betting shop in March 1956 and the 
Industry bUilt the shop. The R & I Bank opened an agency in ·~he bakery in 
1957. In 1957, Mr A.J. Hyde was given permission to construct a garage and 
workshop on the corner of Boronia and Hawke Avenues. This became the 
Ampol Service Station and it was initially operated by Messrs Hyde and Hall

21until 1960.

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Minutes Book: 11/4/ 1946, 8/ 1011946 & 61211947 . 
It \vi ll be refen ed to in thi s report as the General Store. 
Minutes Book: 22/ 1/48; 14 /5/ 194 8: File H4: 26171 1949. 
Minutes Book: 417/ 1949 . 
File HI Z: Swimming Pool Shop, 9/3/1950, Wundo\';ie Foundry Pty Ltd; Minutes Book 171711950. 
File HI 2 : 4110/51. 
File H12 : 4110/5 1. 
File H4 : 301711953 , Wundowie Foundry Ply Ltd; File H22: Garage & Workshop Site: 7/6/1957, Wundo\';ie Foundry Ply 
Ltd; Minutes Book 11 /3/1957; 10/611960. 
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In 1965, Mr K. Hunter, who had taken over the lease of the General Store from 
Mr Jahn, in 1958, was given permission to construct a new supermarket. This 
opened in October 1965. Hunter used the old store to display various goods 
until the lease passed to Mrs Piera Bani and Mr Govanni Bani who opened a 
continental delicatessan in the store. 22 

. By 1963, the Board had a number of shops under its jurisdiction and decided 
that the Industry needed to divest itself of the responsibility. There had also 
been indicalions from the various tenants that they would be interested in 
purchasing their shops. Approval was given by the Minister and new lot 
numbers for the various stores were issued. Due to technical difficulties the 
sale of the shops did not actually proceed until December 1967.23 

Once these sites had been sold to their existing leasees, the Industry ceased 
to be involved wi~h any commercial enterprises within the township. 

Community Development 
Community Hall 
The Industry's involvement with community activities started with the purchase 
of a second hand building for use as a hall in 1947. It was placed on Lot 158, 
opposite what would become the oval and in the centre of~he township. 
The timber framed building was clad with corrugated galvanised iron (walls 
and roof) and it had four rooms. After it was placed on Lot 158 an extension 
was made to the eastern end to create room for a bio box.24 

Tenders were called for showing pictures in the building in March 1947. 
Picture gardens were added sometime before 1950. The garden area had a

25seating capacity of 200.

In August 1957, the Wundowie Progress Associated wrote to the Board looking 
for support to enlarge the Hall. The Board was nOT in favour stating that it 
considered the building to be too dilapidated and structurally unsound for 
additions. They recommended that the Association approach the Shire of 
Northam for support for the erection of a new building. 26 The matter of a new 
hall had still not been resolved by 1963, when the local minister, Mr A.J. 
Hawke asked the Minister for Industrial Development whether any steps had 
been made to construct a new building. The Minister responded that the 
matter had been left in the hands of the Shire of Northam.27 

The Board approved funding for superficial repairs to the Hall, painting, in
28February 1964. No further progress towards a new hall had been made 

when Lot 158 was vested with the Shire of Northam (Reserve 24259) in June 
1968. 29 

By 1974, the old Hall was still in use and the Shire of Northam suggested that if 
the Board was to provide a new hall, the Shire would put $1,000 towards the 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2B 

29 

File H4: 17/3/ 1958; 
File H25: Business Sites: 5/911963, Wundowie Foundry Pty Ltd; File H4: 17/211965; 111011965; 13/211 967. 
File H30: Wundowie Public Hall" 25/211 947, Wundowie Foundry Pty Ltd . 
File H30: 18/511950. 
File H30: 23/8/ 1957. 
File 1-130: 1511011963. 
Minutes Book: 28/2/1964. 
Minutes Book: 24/611968 . 
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cost and provide transport for carting sand and other materials. The Board 
pointed out to the Shire that as the State Housing Commission was largely 
responsible for the allocation of housing in the town, many of the houses were 
no longer occupied by people employed by the Industry. They didn't have 
sufficient funds to construct houses for their own people and certainly had no 
funds to spare for a hall. 30 

By March the Treasury promised a grant of $15,000 to the Industry to upgrade 
the Hall. However, an architectural report stated that the building was in poor 
condition and the building was condemned byrhe Shire in November 1974. 
Treasury took back their grant and recommended to the Shire that they apply 
for a grant. In November 1976, he Shire received a grant of $15,000 to put 
towards the cost of building a new hall that was estimated to cost $106,000.31 

Wundowie Progress Association 
Various members of the Wundowie community met on 6 August 1947, in the 
Wundowie Hall, to form a progress association. The association used the Hall 
regularly for their meetings. 

The Progress Association were responsible for the development of many 
community amenities. These included: the development of Wundowie oval, 
the creation of a children's playground and assisting in the purchase of an 
ambulance. 

1. Wundowie Oval - work began on the oval in 1947 and basic ground 
work had been completed by August 1950 when the Tennis Club obtained 
permission to construct tennis courts on the oval. It is unclear exactly when 
the oval was completed but it must have been completed by September 
1954, when the Under Secretary for lands asked the Board whether they 
wanted to vest the oval with Northam Roads Board as an A class reserve. The 
Board consulted the Progress Association who were keen to see control of the 
oval retained by the Industry. It was not until June 1968 that the oval and 
various community services on Lot 274 were vested with the Shire of 
Northam.32 

2. Ambulance - the Association approached the Board for assistance 
with the purchase of an ambulance in May 1948. It was also hoped that 
grants from the Lotteries Commission , St John's Ambulance Association and 
the Northam Road Board would help pay for the vehicle. The Board decided 
to lend the Association £300 on the proviso that the vehicle was housed at the 
Industry. The Board set aside land for the ambulance on land facing Wandoo 
Parade in February 1949. A building was constructed on the site and then 
extended in September 1952.33 

3. Children's Play Centre - approval to construct a children's playground 
at the rear of Lot 156 was given to the Association in December 1956. The 

30 File H30 : 8/2/ 1974; 27/2/1974, 

3 1 File H30: 28/311974; 18/611974 ; 5/ 11 1l974; 23/12/[974; 121[ 111976. 

32 Minutes Book: 14/51l948; 18/8/1950; 9/41l951 ; 6/9/1954; 12110/[ 954. 

33 Minutes Book: 14/5/[948; 1118/1948; 9/2/ 1949; 1I91l952. 
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final plans for the play centre were approved by the Board in June 1957, 
provided that the Industry were not financially responsible for the building. 34 

4. Swimming Pool - efforts to provide the community with a pool began 
as early as 1951 when the local member for Parliament, Mr A.G. Hawke, wrote 
to the Board stressing the need for a pool. Shortages of cement at this time 

35led to the project being shelved. By 1957, the Association was again 
progressing plans for a pool and in February the Board agreed to supply the 
Association with £ 1,000 worth of materials to assist with the construction of the 
pool provided that the water could be used in an emergency. Land opposite 
the Wundowie Club, on Wandoo Parade, was set aside for the pool. It was 
noted that three cottages would have to be moved to make way for the 
pool. To assist with the development of the pool a Swimming Pool Fund was 
established in 1960. Although the Board had been slow to approve 
cons~ruction of a pool, it none-·~he-Iess considered that a pool was an 
essential amenity for the employees and their families. The swimming pool

36 was officially opened on the 17 December 1960.

5. Library - in May 1958, the Board gave the Association permission to 
build a library on the eastern side of the tennis courts on the recreation 
reserve (Lot 274). The library was erected using volunteer labour.37 

Wundowie Club 
In July 1947, employees of the Industry met in the local Hall to hold an 
inaugural meeting of the Wundowie Club. A provisional committee was 
formed and by April, the group notified the Board that at a meeting held on 1 
March 1948, it had decided to form a licensed club which would be known 
as the 'Wundowie Club'. The object of the Club was to provide fellowship , 
add to the social life of the community, provide refreshments and by 
donating to the Progress Association and the Parents and Citizens Association, 
provide amenities for the townspeople. The Board approved of the Club and 
it was decided that the Industry would obtain a Gallon License on behalf of 
the Club until they had their own premises. All proceeds raised during this 
interim period would be put aside for the Club. 38 

The Club appears to have operated quite successfully, their initial home was 
an old army hu110cated on Indus~ry land. New club rooms were built on town 
lots 41 - 43 and were officially opened by the Premier, Mr A.J. Hawke on 
Saturday 31 August 1957. The building was constructed from natural stone, 
obtained from a local quarry and constructed by Italian stone masons. 
Provision was made for a separate room for~he ladies (at that time associate 
members).39 The opening of the new Club rooms was celebrated as a gala 
event with the Northam Advertiser producing a special souvenir supplement 
in their 28 August 1957 issue. 4o 

Wundowie School 

34 

35 

36 

31 

38 

39 

40 

Minutes Book: 6/112/1956; 10/[/1957; 18/611957. 
Minutes Book: 5171195l. 
Minutes Book: 1112/ 1957; 23/211960; 29/1111960. 
Minutes Book: 20/511958; B. Seabrook 8111/2005. 
File 1-19: Wundowie Club Inc. 15/411948; 21711948, Wundowie FoundlY Pty Ltd. 
Clayd en , BJ., p. 25. 
File 1-19: 16/811957. 
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By July 1947, there were twenty school age children living at Wundowie. The 
Industry wrote to the Education Department stating that a school would 
commence in the Hall on Monday 4 August. 41 The Board charged the 
Education Department 25/- per week for the use of the Hall, which the 
Education Department objected to. 

School quarters were constructed by the Workers' Home Board at 7 Boronia 
Avenue shortly after the school opened in the Hall. 42 By May 1948, the Minister 
had approved the construction of a 3 roomed school. The school was

43constructed to the south west on the oval on what became Lot 275.

The school was enlarged in 1952 with the addition of a prefabricated building, 
containing 2 classrooms, to the north of the original classroom block.44 School 
enrolments continued to increase leading to the addition of 2 more 
classrooms onto the eastern side of the building in 1958. A new classroom 
block was built to the east of the original block in 1960. It was linked to the 
original block by a verandah. The new block contained a science room, 
class room, prep room and general purposes room store room, cloak and 
wash rooms. 45 

Further additions were made to the school in 1962 when~he school was 
expanded to cater for junior high school students. The 1960 classrooms were 
used for the junior high school and a new room was added onto the eastern 
end of the 1960 classroom block.46 

In 1964 a new classroom block was added to the side, on the southern side of 
the 1960 classroom block. This block contained an additional classroom,

47home science centre and a manual training centre.

The junior high school closed in c.1985 due to falling student numbers. Many 
of the students had begun attending high schools in Northam or the Catholic 
high schools. In 2009, Wundowie operates as a Primary School. 48 

Churches 
After residents began moving into the Wundowie townsite in 1948/47, the 
Board began receiving requests from the various church groups for sites to be 
allocated to them in the township. Two applications were received in 
January 1948 from the Anglican Church and the Methodist Church. The 
Anglicans were allocated half an acre, Lot 157 which fronted onto the 
circular section of Boronia Avenue. The Methodists were iniTially allocated 
half on acre on Lot 285, but this was changed in 1956 to Lot 179, the western 

·11 
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47 

48 

Staff conference minutes: 3!71I 947; 311711947 . 
WUlldowie Building Schedule (School), Cons. 5373 item SB63711953 - 63, State Records Oftlce Westem Australia, 
1947. 
WUlldowie Building Schedule (School), 1949. 
Wundowie Building Schedule (School), 1952. 
Wundowie Building Schedule (School), 1960. 
WUl1dowie Building Schedule (School), 1962. 
Wundo\Vle Building Schedule (School), 1964. 
B. Seabrook, 811112005. 
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side of Lobelia Street. The Methodists regularly used the Hall for their services 
and did not construct a building on their site. 49 

The Presbyterian Church was also granted a block of land in 1949.50 

10. REFERENCES 
Wundowie Conservation Plan 2008 Refix & Fiona Bush Heritage and 
Archaeology 

11 . LOCATION MAP 

49 Minutes Book: 21/]11948; 511011956. 
50 Minntes Book: 1011011949. 
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